FRANCE

TOUR LV1

Tour Highlights:

» Guided tour of the Chateau
of Azay le Rideau with a

stroll through its English style

garden

Lunch at the family estate
including wine

Guided tour of the town of
Chinon

Guided tour of one of the

most spectacular gardens of

Touraine, Villandry.
Tour Season:

¢ Mon. & Thurs. - Year round
Tour Length:

« Full Day

Tour Includes:

* Transportation in a
comfortable full option
minivan
Private English speaking
escort guide

Entrance tickets for the
visited sites of the Chateau
of Azay le Rideau, gardens
of Villandry and town of
Chinon

Visit and tasting at a cellar
cave

Lunch at the winery, drinks
included
Note: The tour does not include:
personal expenses. If request for

pick-up at Hotel add an additional
charge.

www.victours.ca

Food, Wine & Art Tours - Full pay

Loire Valley - Tours

Chéteaux & Wines around Villandry
Azay le Rideau / Chinon / Villandry

The day will begin with a guided tour of the chateau
of Azay le Rideau, one of the purest gems of
Renaissance architecture in the Loire Valley. Financer
Gilles Berthelot’'s chateau, delicately placed on an
island on the Indre river, still shines today thanks to
the beauty of its mullioned windows, conical 'pepper
pots', dormers, and above all its graceful staircase.

You will have an opportunity to admire the chateau
from every angle with a stroll around the English-
style garden, a jewel case of greenness for what is
considered today as one of the most beautiful stone
diamonds in Touraine.

Enjoy lunch in the vineyards at the family estate,
including cheeses, charcuterie and organic wines
(AOC Azay le Rideau). A truly authentic moment.

Next, a guided tour of Chinon, one of the most
picturesque towns of the Loire Valley. With its
medieval streets, Chinon has remained an outdoor
museum of architecture and history. Your guide will
take you to the most typical quarters of the town from
which you will get the best views of the Castle. He
will help you identify the styles of the very rich town
houses built by the King’s financers or ministers. Let
us meet the three most famous actors of Chinon:
Joan of Arc (you will step where she stepped when
she got off her horse in 1429 to meet King Charles
VIl) and Francgois Rabelais (the greatest ambassador
of Chinon wines and joie de vivre) and Richard the
Lion-Hearted.

Following Chinon you will take part in a guided tour
of one of the most spectacular gardens of Touraine,
Villandry. By its diversity and originality (Love
Garden, Kitchen Garden, Aromatic and Medicine
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France to Discover

One of the oldest nations in
Europe, France - which the
Romans called Gaul - is also

a country with a very rich
cultural and environmental
heritage. The climate in France
is quite varied, but generally
west European - on the whole

a bit warmer than the UK, a bit
cooler than Spain. Don'’t expect
to find summer in winter in the
South of France!

While travelling through
historical cities and quaint
towns of France a tourist will
experience authentic French
treasures such as castles,
towers, cathedrals, rural
buildings, vineyards, mountains
and beaches.. just to name a few.

Victours has carefully selected
a variety of villas, hotels and
apartments in the regions

of France as well as a wide
variety of tours. Victours also
provides other unique holiday
ideas such as barge cruising in
Provence, cooking courses, wine
tasting, GT cars and motorcycle
tours, ski vacations as well as
destination weddings in fairy
tale settings.
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Plant Garden, Water Garden and the brand new Sun Garden) and by its size (15
acres, 1150 linden trees), Villandry is the Loire Valley garden not to be missed. With
your guide, learn to speak the language of a medieval and Renaissance garden,
discover the power of thyme and basil on your health.

Tour Ends at 6:30p.m. where your guide will drive you back to Tours or Amboise
Tourist Office.

Include an Overnight Stay

This tour can be combined with an overnight stay at one of the following hotels
(additional cost will apply).

Hotel de I’'Univers ****

Set in a fashionable shopping area one kilometre from
the Old Town, this hotel has been the most prestigious
address in Tours since 1846. Many large personalities of
the Europe and the New World stayed in this best hotel
of Tours.

Hotel Le Chateau de Noizay ****

In heart of the Loire Valley castles and Vouvray
vineyards, the castle of Noizay was the stronghold of the
Protestants during the conspiracy of Amboise in 1560.
After improvements in 1989 it has become a charming
private residence, preserving its bygone splendor.

Holiday Inn Tours ***

Situated in the heart of the “Vallée des Rois”, Holiday inn
Tours City Centre offers many advantages. Close to the
hotel you can discover the historical district of the city, the
typical “Plumereau” square bordered with half-timbered
houses, the Saint Martin Basilica and several museums.
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